FIMBER PARISH MEETING - BIOMASS PLANT AT GAMESLACK FARM, FIMBER – 21 APRIL 2010

Present  - Chairman  Ian Smith , 6 Parish Councillors and 19 residents of Fimber

T he Chairman said that the aim of the meeting was to gather the views and concerns of Fimber residents concerning the recent planning application to construct the plant.  In the discussion that ensued, concern focused on the issues of; chalk extraction, HGV traffic, infrastructure, emissions and combustion materials, landscape, benefits and the role of Gameslack  Consultative Group.

Chalk Extraction  - Concern was expressed about the extraction of 310k tonnes of chalk; processing, dust problems, transport, dumping – it was felt that the plant was located in the wrong place.
Traffic – Residents were concerned about the increase in HGV traffic and its impact on local villages; although one resident thought that the impact, spread over 8 villages would be insignificant.  The Chairman stated that, officially, the B1251 road would not be use by Gameslack traffic and that there was a plan to improve the B1248/A166 junction to take plant traffic.

Infrastructure – along with a general concern about the efficiency of the plant and its location in an area of high landscape value, questions were raised about the infrastructure needed to link to the National Grid and a lack of clarity on this matter; and the height of the chimney – stated to be 92ft but might it have to be taller?

Emissions – The Environment Agency will closely monitor emissions from the plant.  However concern was expressed that in an emergency such as the Foot and Mouth epidemic, organic and other waste materials could be burned.

Landscape – When asked about its key concerns the PC stated that landscape and plant efficiency were the main ones.

Benefits – were thought to be limited to community funding and some upgrading of roads.  It was thought that such benefits would not be prejudiced by objections to the plant.

Gameslack Consultative Group  (GSCG) – the Group was set up to examine the factors involved in the proposal and was not a protest group.  However, given the strength of feeling against the plant it seems inevitable that the GSCG will change its emphasis towards protest.

At the end of the meeting residents voted unanimously against the proposal to construct a power plant at Gameslack.

